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Dearest Mother, »

Another week had passed and part of it has been extremely cold. In fact, we are
recovering from the worst blizzard they have had around her in several years. Someone
said it was as cold as 11 below at one time. It started Friday morning — and it sleeted,
then snowed — and the wind was terrible — of course it piled the snow in drifts which are
still with us. While the wind was blowing as fiercely — I was wondering how the tents
over at Camp Daniphan were faring. Fortunately only a few blew down. No flying was
done Friday or Sat. So cold they were afraid to put water in the Radiators — for fear they
would freeze. We go on with our flying tomorrow, as usual tho. 1 am going to shoot
another “puff target” in the morning.

I am glad to say that your son continues making good marks — If he is not first
he’s usually second — This may sound conceited but its straight goods. I made the
highest mark on the contact Patrol Problem in the section — 2.8. 1 hope I don’t go and fall
down in my grades now since I’ve tooted my horn so loudly. 1know you would like to
know, however.

Father’s letter yesterday — am so glad things in a financial way look much better.
As soon as I draw flying pay I'll be making $177.08 per month. When I get a cross I'll
draw 10% extra — for foreign service- which makes it $191.26 and if by some chance I
should get a 1* Lieutenancy (which is doubtful now) I would be getting $225% per
month. [ ought to save something every once and awhile oughtn’t I?

Another bunch of officers are coming in to day — all this certainly means that
someone will have to leave soon, so I'll not be surprised to see the most advanced section
leave either this or next week. Stuart had about 2 more weeks and I have about 3 more.
It looks as if we won't get a leave before going to Hoboken. However, I am going to
come via home — unless they tie me on the train.

Walter Dumas, one of my college mates — walked in on me yesterday. Sure was
glad to see him. He is a 2" Lt. in the Regular Army now and has been stationed on the
California Coast. He is taking the Liaison Course — over at the school of Arms

[ am quite a heathen, for I’ve not been to church in several months. I am thinking
of going tonight. There is a nice looking little Presbyterian church in Lawton.

I intended to write some more — but several officers from Camp Jackson came in
a few minutes ago to visit —and I went to talk to them. These new officers are over at the
school of Fire.
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The Pennoyer Sanitarium
Kenosha Wisconsin

SatJan 12, 1918
Dear Auntie,

I’m a plum sight about writing but ever since I've been here I've been unable to
do nothing but write up lecture and work in The Shops. The order which suit me here put
me out of all my Xmas and ruined all the plans I had. But that is all past history now.

We are here to learn the Nash Quad Truck. It is and used to carry our ammunition
and supplies, and etc. We are to have twelve to the battery. Goodness knows what we
are going to do with them all I don’t. Anyway we were ordered here on 5 minutes notice.
I’m glad to be chosen but I'd rather be with the battery. We are to be (here) 30 days and
in that time are to go thru all the departments and really made (sic) a truck. I've already
helped put one together, I've put two transmissions together, and have driven a truck
about 18 miles on the road test. I'm working to the axles, knuckles., & differentials now.
We are really speeding twice the amount of time needed tho. If a man can’t learn this
Quad in 10 or 15 day then he should now (sic) be in this school. We work eight hours a
day and have two two hour lectures each week. We are working a little as we have to
make a written report on each lecture. I like it if the weather wasn’t so cold. It is awful.

Your card telling how nice and warm it is down there came this morning. Well it
is 2 below now and it is predicted to go to 20 below before long. We already have 13
inches of snow on the ground and six inches fell last night. The sidewalks are little white
walled alleys now where there are any. 1had to walk out from town last night because
the cars had stopped running and I went with drifts up to my hips in places. Cold gee but
it was. My ears, nose, & fingers [l freeze. If it wasn’t for the nice warm socks &
sweaters, grandmother & Charlotte have sent me I would be cold. But with them and by
keeping moving fast I keep real warm.

So Sam says Captain Feeney spoke well of me. I’'m glad for it makes one feel
good to know somebody thinks something of you. I'll have to get this truck down “pat”
for him and the colonel. Sam you know was very highly recommended by his colonel for
a 12 Lieut. 1 think tho his changing branches of the service ruined that and his age too. It
would be nice to be a 1* now but excuse me from a Capt.

This “Peennoyer San.” is a pretty place. It is on the out skirts of Kenosha & faces
Lake Michigan. The lake makes it very cold now tho. The wind coming in from over it
is damp & truly cold. Last Monday we were snow bound and [ went down to the lake
shore to try to to get some pictures. The water was so cold that the only thing that kept it
from freezing was the motion of the waves. These would freeze solid almost as soon as
they broke. The ice piled up in beautiful forms as high as twenty feet. It made beautiful
towers, arches, & all sorts of mounds. I walked out on it quite a distance and it was
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Student Officer’s Barracks
Post Field,
Ft. Sill, Okla.
Sunday 16

Dear Dayer,

I came back from the “School of Fire” about noon this morning and found your
letter and the helmet. 1 sure thank you for both — for they are certainly appreciated by the
“poor soldier boy.” 1 shall wear the helmet tomorrow evening when I go up. I've been
up four times already and go up four times this week. You have no idea how something
across the face helps when you are in the air. You know the air rushes by your head at a
great rate, although there is an arrangement to keep the direct wind of the propeller off of
our head. If you want to do something else for this same “Sammie” — knit me a pair of
heavy socks — I can use them when I wear high top shoes.

I saw Capt. Hulen this A.M. over at the School of Fire and had a nice chat with
him. Major Metts has gone, as you say, [ will certainly introduce myself to Mr Frank
Wright the next time I go to Oklahoma City. I have stopped at the Lee Huckins twice.
Come to think of it, I’m sure I've spoken to Mr. Frank Wright — He asked me to eat
Thanksgiving Dinner at the Hotel — but I declines thinking some soldier less able than I
could eat there in my place — you see every soldier on Thanksgiving Day was invited to
dinner by someone.

[ would certainly love to be with you all for Xmas — Gee! I would love it —I will
be thinking about you tho and I'm sure the “inner man” will be happy to get anything to
eat which you will send. He speaks from experience.

It was a shame to tell me of so many ducKs being killed. [ never heard of hunting
being excellent being good except when W™ and I are away. I see prospects, tho, for
wonderful hunting in France — it may only be “Huns” and it may be a soft spot to fall on.
[ hope the former, naturally.

It seems quite the thing now to see the sky full of acroplanes and a balloon. When
I first came I stopped and watched them for some time, but now I go along like I was
used to it. But the “ships” (we call them “ships™) are so pretty sailing around 4 or 5 or
more thousand fi. in the sky.

There isn’t much danger in these shops after you get up — for they are so big and
if turned over would right themselves — what I fear is fire in the air. You see we use
radio sets in spotting the shots for the artillery — and if you ever have a gasoline leak —
and they are not uncommon — there is a chance for fire — you see the observer sits overa
100 gal. tank and there are two more in front of you holding 25 gals. Each. Iintend to be
very careful tho. If I smell gas — down we come — right away.

8 %3017y
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